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This newsletter is designed for our alumni to announce events, programming, and opportunities to get involved with the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences at UBC.
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NEWS
Graduation Ceremony 2018
Dr. Marion L. Pearson, BSc(Pharm)’82, MA'08, PhD'14 will
be the alumni representative at the Faculty of Pharmaceutical
Sciences’ graduation ceremony on May 31 starting at 8:30
a.m. It is an honour to have Dr. Pearson, whose leadership
has been integral to the Faculty’s academic programs over so
many years, be there to celebrate with each of the students
as they become graduates of the final Bachelor of Science in
Pharmacy class. Later that day she will also address guests
at the Dean’s Reception. Assisting Dr. Pearson will be Paul
Harris, BSc(Pharm)’77 and welcoming the Graduate Doctor
of Pharmacy class will be Dr. Patricia Gerber, BSc(Pharm)’93,
PharmD’97, senior instructor and director of the Graduate
PharmD program.
30 Years of Pharmasave in Revelstoke
Congratulations to Geoff Martinson, 2nd in the Men’s Sun
Run for the second time. To read more please click here.
Geoff is in his fourth year of BSc(Pharm) and a two-time
winner of the UBC 2k Turkey Trot, an on campus sprint hosted
by UBC Engineering as a fundraiser for United Way. The large
trophy is displayed in the Dean’s Office reception area, Faculty
of Pharmaceutical Sciences.

Read about pharmacist Steven Hui BSc(Pharm)’83 moving on
after 30 years of Pharmasave in Revelstoke.
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NEWS continued
New AlumnI Relations Manager

We are delighted to announce that Shina Boparai is the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences’ new alumni relations
manager. Shina’s extensive experience in alumni relations comes from just over seven years as advancement
officer in the Alumni Relations department at Kwantlen Polytechnic University (KPU). The KPU alumni population
is over 52,000 strong and Shina was instrumental in the development and growth of the alumni program.
The breadth of her experience also includes event management, alumni communications, volunteer
management, and networking. She brings a depth of knowledge and first-hand experience in alumni relations
that will serve our Faculty well.
Shina’s other work experience includes a role as fundraising manager at the Surrey Memorial Hospital
Foundation and communications intern with Vancouver Coastal Health. She also recently graduated with an
MA in global leadership from Royal Roads University. Shina can be reached at shina.boparai@ubc.ca or
604-827-1411. Please connect with her on all alumni matters for the Faculty.

KUDOS

EVENTS

UBC Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences assistant professor
Mohsen Sadatsafavi will receive the 2018 Association of
Faculties of Pharmacy of Canada (AFPC) New Investigator
Research Award at an awards banquet to be held in June. To
read more about this exceptional achievement, please click here.

MEDtalks 2018 – Emergency: Drug Use and Addiction in the
21st Century, was hosted by alumni UBC on April 19 at Robson
Square. The panel presentations prompted many questions. Our
Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences alumni panelist, Tamara
Mihic BSc(Pharm) ’13, PharmD ’16 was an excellent panelist. To
listen to the podcast click here.

Greg Shepherd, BSc(Pharm)’79, chief executive officer,
Pharmasave Drugs (Pacific) Ltd. is riding with Team CTV in
the 2018 Ride to Conquer Cancer, benefiting the BC Cancer
Foundation. A two-day ride, the distance is over 200 kilometres
and takes place in August. Good luck Greg!
During the months of March and April, alumni UBC ran its
second annual “Cram for Exams for Free” Tuition Contest.
It gave all current UBC students the opportunity to enter
to win $2,500 towards their tuition by simply watching the
alumni UBC benefits video and answering the multiple choice
question: What is the name of alumni UBC's award-winning
magazine? Answer = Trek. Of the thousands of entrants, the
2018 contest winner is Pharm Sci student Sarah Letkeman.
Congratulations Sarah!
On April 10, 2018, Dr. James McCormack and Mike Allan
(Faculty of Medicine, University of Alberta) celebrated the
10th anniversary of the Best Science (BS) Medicine Podcast.
The podcast has over 380 episodes and according to iTunes
has become one of the top 5-10 medical podcasts worldwide.
To learn more visit therapeuticseducation.org.

CAREER CORNER

Pharmacist facilitators needed
We are looking for instructors from a wide range of pharmacy
backgrounds to teach in the Entry-to-Practice PharmD
program at UBC. You must be licensed and in good standing
with the College of Pharmacists of British Columbia. Injection
certification and experience in teaching, precepting, and
facilitating are assets. These paid positions are for regularly
scheduled shifts or if preferred, for relief shifts during the
academic year (September 2018 to April 2019). Click here to
download full position details. Click here to see other career
opportunities.

